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Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) Policy 
 

IACUC PROTOCOLS FOR FIELD-BASED FISH AND WILDLIFE RESEARCH, 
TEACHING OR TESTING  

1. Background 
 

The purpose of this policy is to provide guidance to those that use fish or wildlife in a field 
setting for research, teaching or testing in determining whether or not an activity requires an 
IACUC protocol. This policy is in accordance with the most recent edition of the Guide for the 
Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, Eighth Edition. 

2.  Policy  

Any research, teaching or testing involving fish or wildlife that is exclusively observation of 
animals does not require an IACUC protocol. Examples of such studies include: collection of 
animal behavior data from a distance, camera trapping or other recorded means of documenting 
animal presence or behavior, bird point counts, examination of habitat for presence of 
amphibians or reptiles (e.g., looking under rocks). 

Researchers should be aware that funding agencies and journals are increasingly requesting the 
inclusion of IACUC protocol numbers in publications. Researchers are welcome to submit 
IACUC protocols for studies that are exclusively observational if they wish to have an IACUC 
protocol number to provide to funding agencies or journals. In these circumstances, animals 
should be placed in Pain Classification C (see below). 
 
Manipulation of the environment in order to attract animals or alter animal behavior does require 
an IACUC protocol. Examples of such studies include: providing supplementary food, 
evaluating food preferences, playing recordings of animals/other sounds. 
 
All activities that involve handling animals require an IACUC protocol with placement of 
animals into one of the Pain Classifications below: 

Classification C involves no pain or distress, immediate AVMA-approved humane euthanasia, 
and procedures such as blood collection from a vein accompanied by minimal manual restraint. 
Examples of such studies include: manipulating the environment to attract animals or alter 
animal behavior; capturing any vertebrate animal, either by hand, nets, or traps; electroshocking 
fish; handling nesting/nestling vertebrates.  
 
Classification D involves pain or distress but with relief, including the administration of drugs, 
and blood collection by more invasive routes such as cardiac puncture. Studies where chemical 
restraint is necessary for safe and distress-free handling or implementation of transmitters fall 
into this category.  
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Classification E involves pain or distress that is unrelieved, such as exposing animals to 
toxicants or disease or invasive procedures that are unrelieved. It is difficult to envision a field 
study of fish or wildlife where this is the appropriate category. The classification implies 
purposeful application of specific stressors to study their unrelieved effects on the animal 
subjects. If a stress or disturbance is applied and then removed (or the free-living animal can 
naturally avoid or alleviate the stress), then the animals would not be placed in Classification E. 
If the stress that is applied by the researcher is chronic and unrelieved, then they should be 
placed in Classification E.  
 
3.  References and Regulations 

• Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, Eighth Edition.  Institute of 
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Direct questions about this document to:  Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee, Iowa 
State University, 515-294-1516, iacuc@iastate.edu  
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