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Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) Policy 

NON-AVMA APPROVED METHODS OF EUTHANASIA  

1. Background 
Euthanasia is the act of inducing humane death in an animal by methods that induce rapid 
unconsciousness and death with a minimum of pain or distress.  
 
Animal welfare regulations require that the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee 
(IACUC) approve the euthanasia method for research, teaching or testing animals. They also 
clarify that “unless a deviation is justified for scientific or medical reasons, methods should 
be consistent with the AVMA Guidelines on Euthanasia.” 
 

2. Policy  
The IACUC at Iowa State University uses the American Veterinary Medical Association 
(AVMA) Guidelines for the Euthanasia of Animals when evaluating research, teaching or 
testing protocols involving animal euthanasia. In general, the IACUC requires that euthanasia 
be a method approved by the AVMA Guide. The IACUC understands that when working 
with animals, emergent situations may arise when the use of non-approved methods of 
euthanasia may be warranted. The IACUC strongly recommends identifying alternative, 
acceptable methods of euthanasia when non-approved methods are specified in protocols; 
however, in order to address these situations, the IACUC agrees to consider approving 
protocols listing methods of euthanasia that are not approved in the Guidelines when 
provided the following documentation. It is expected that principal investigators understand 
that the provision of justification and documentation does not guarantee IACUC approval.   
 
Required documentation for requesting IACUC review of alternative methods: 

• Scientific and/or practical justification that no acceptable methods of euthanasia are 
reasonable in a particular situation 

• Scientific and/or practical justification that the proposed euthanasia method is 
humane for the animal in a particular situation 

 
3. References and Regulations 

• Fact Sheet: Thoracic Compression, Ornithological Council 2013  
 

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/olaw/2013avmaguidelines_comments/Appendix%20A%20OC%20Fact%20Sheet-%20thoracic%20compression.pdf


Office of Research Ethics                                                                                                                                       Page 2 of 2 
Iowa State University 

• American Veterinary Medical Association Guidelines on Euthanasia, 2020. 
https://www.avma.org/KB/Policies/Documents/euthanasia.pdf 
 

• 2016 Guidelines of the American Society of Mammalogists for the use of wild 
mammals in research and education 

 
• Engilis A, Engilis IE, Paul-Murphy J. 2018. Rapid cardiac compression: An effective 

method of avian euthanasia. The Condor. 120:617-621.  

 
Direct questions about this document to Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee, Iowa 
State University, 515-294-9581, iacuc@iastate.edu.  
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