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 ANIMAL FACILITY INSPECTION CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

1. Background 
The IACUC is required to conduct an inspection of the institution’s animal facilities at least 
every six months. However, individuals who have a conflict of interest should not participate 
in the inspection of the facility. 

2. Policy  
All IACUC members may attend any facility inspection and are allowed to contribute their 
comments and observations to those inspections. Persons managing animal facilities or 
supervising personnel provide a very valuable resource during facility inspections and may 
be present in those facilities during the inspection.  
 
Because facility managers and supervising personnel are in a potential conflict of interest 
situation, they should take care not to attempt, or be seen to attempt, or to sway the 
discussion and evaluation of the facility in a manner favorable to the facility or its personnel. 
Managers and supervising personnel should focus their efforts on answering questions, 
pointing out problems and deficiencies, and facilitating a rapid and efficient inspection 
process. 
 
If a committee member is not a facility manager, does not supervise the facility, and does not 
routinely house animals in that facility, he or she may be designated as one of the two official 
members who are necessary for IACUC facility inspections. 

3. References and Regulations 

• United States Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Laboratory 
Animal Welfare, Public Health Service Policy on Humane Care and Use of 
Laboratory Animals, National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, MD, 2015. 

• Animal Welfare Regulations, 9 CFR 2.31. 
 
Direct questions about this document to: Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee, Iowa 
State University, 515-294-9581, iacuc@iastate.edu  
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